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September 7, 2025 — 7 De Septiembre2025 - TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day

Over the last two thousand years Jesus has been given many titles, from Bread of Life to Our Savior. One of his
first titles, going back to when he first stood and proclaimed God’s word in the synagogue, is Rabbi, or Teacher.
How appropriate to focus on that title on this first Sunday of September, a time of year when millions of young

people are returning to school. Today we hear Jesus teach the crowds what it means to be a disciple. May he teach
us as well as we gather together in his name.

Introduccioén a la Liturgia del Dia

En el transcurso de los altimos dos mil afios a Jesus le han dado muchos titulos, desde el pan de la vida
hasta nuestro Salvador. Uno de sus primeros titulos, remontindonos al primer momento en que
proclamé la palabra de Dios en la sinagoga, es Rabi o Maestro. Cuan apropiado es enfo carnos en ese
titulo en el primer domingo de septiembre, el tiempo del afio en que millones de gente joven regresan a
la escuela. Hoy oimos a Jesuis ensefarles a las multitudes lo que significa ser su discipulo. Que nos ense-

fie también a nosotros reunidos aqui en su nombre
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God i with Ua!
Pasten's Celumn
Discipleship requires full surrender to God'’s way.

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and addressed them, “If anyo-
ne comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry his
own cross and comes after me cannot be my disciple. Jesus’ words to the crowds are
difficult to hear. The demands he makes of his disciples are too much. Hate your fa-
mily? Carry your own cross? Renouncing all your possessions? They range from un-
reasonable to unthinkable. Can he possibly mean to be so harsh? First, the use of the
word hate can be interpreted and translated from one language to another in different
ways. In this context, | would say for our culture “reject,” or renounce not “hate,” could
be more appropriate. As humans, our main weakness is making our children, spou-
ses, parents or members of our family more important to us than God. We make them
gods and serve them with the best of ourselves. If you do it Jesus’ way, then it will
look like you “hate” them. It is exactly this, that Jesus is asking of us as his disciples.

Secondly, possessions can also be gods. It is a second great human weakness after
family, to love possessions and money. Renouncing all possessions doesn’t necessa-
rily mean leaving oneself destitute, but no longer regarding what you have as your
own property. To follow Jesus means to choose Jesus, who gives us everything we
need, even the promise of eternal life, over those things most dear to us: our families,
our homes, our wealth, and all our “stuff.” Let us look to his first disciples: the twelve
apostles. They left their families, their homes, and their possessions, choosing to live
a difficult lifestyle instead. Every day they calculated the cost of discipleship and con-
cluded that following Jesus was worth everything they gave up.

Saint Paul asks his convert Philemon to do something radical and selfless: to welco-
me back Onesimus, who ran away and found Christ, and accept him not as a slave
but as a brother. Onesimus, whom Paul trusted to return to Philemon and deliver this
letter, could have kept running rather than take the chance that Philemon would igno-
re the letter and re-enslave him. The fact that this letter not only survived but became
part of the Bible implies that Philemon kept it and agreed to Paul’s appeal.

Discipleship demands we make radical and selfless choices. It requires us to make a
commitment to walk the walk or just stay as we are. Jesus’ way contradicts cultural
beliefs and ways of doing things. It contradicts our own way of thinking and doing
things. It requires a full submission to Jesus’ way. | am human and he is God. He is
the way, the truth and life. | surrender and give up everything to follow him. It is a daily
commitment.

In Christ Jesus,
Fr. Sam
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iQioa eala cen neaelnes!
Coluwmna del Paston

El discipulado requiere una entrega total al camino de Dios.

En aquel tiempo, caminaba con Jesus una gran muchedumbre y él, volviéndose a sus
discipulos, les dijo: "Si alguno quiere seguirme y no me prefiere a su padre y a su ma-
dre, a su esposa y a sus hijos, a sus hermanos y a sus hermanas, mas aun, a si mis-
mo, no puede ser mi discipulo. Y el que no carga su cruz y me sigue, no puede ser mi
discipulo. Las palabras de Jesus a la multitud son dificiles de escuchar Lo que le exi-
ge a sus discipulos es demasiado. ¢ Preferirlo a él mas que a la propia familia?
¢, Cargar tu propia cruz? ;Renunciar a los propios bienes? Estas cosas pasan de irra-
zonables a impensables. Es posible que Jesus quiera ser tan severo? En primer lu-
gar, como seres humanos, nuestra principal debilidad es dar a nuestros hijos, conyu-
ges, padres o familiares mas importancia que a Dios. Los convertimos en dioses y les
servimos con lo mejor de nosotros mismos. Si lo haces a la manera de Jesus, parece-
ra que los odias. Es precisamente eso lo que Jesus nos pide como discipulos.

En segundo lugar, las posesiones también pueden ser dioses. Es una segunda gran
debilidad humana, después de la familia, amar las posesiones y el dinero. Renunciar
a todas las posesiones no significa necesariamente quedarse en la indigencia, sino
dejar de considerar lo que se tiene como propio. Seguir a Jesus significa elegir a Je-
sus, quien nos da todo lo que necesitamos, incluso la promesa de la vida eterna, por
encima de aquello que mas apreciamos: nuestras familias, nuestros hogares, nues-
tras riquezas y todas nuestras pertenencias. Observemos a sus primeros discipulos:
los doce apdstoles. Dejaron sus familias, sus hogares y sus posesiones, optando por
un estilo de vida dificil. Cada dia calculaban el coste del discipulado y concluian que
seguir a Jesus valia todo lo que renunciaban.

San Pablo le pide a su converso Filemon que haga algo radical y desinteresado: aco-
ger de nuevo a Onésimo, quien huyd y encontré a Cristo, y aceptarlo no como escla-
vo, sino como hermano. Onésimo, en quien Pablo confiaba para que regresara a File-
mon y le entregara esta carta, podria haber seguido huyendo en lugar de correr el
riesgo de que Filemon ignorara la carta y lo volviera a esclavizar. El hecho de que es-
ta carta no solo sobreviviera, sino que se convirtiera en parte de la Biblia, implica que
Filemén la conservd y accedio a la suplica de Pablo.

El discipulado exige que tomemos decisiones radicales y desinteresadas. Requiere
gque nos comprometamos a vivir como Io hacemos o simplemente a quedarnos como
estamos. El camino de Jesus contradice las creencias culturales y la forma de hacer
las cosas. Contradice nuestra propia manera de pensar y hacer las cosas. Requiere
una sumision total al camino de Jesus. Soy humano y él es Dios. El es el camino, la
verdad y la vida. Me entrego y lo dejo todo para seguirlo. Es un compromiso diario.

Cristo Jesus, Padre Sam
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Invitation to Pray

A Prayer Group for Evangelization and
Renewal is forming. To help us focus
on Evangelization and Renewal, every-
one is invited to pray this prayer daily.

EVANGELIZATON

A

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.” But how can they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how can they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone to preach? And how can people preach unless
they are sent?” —Romans 10:13-15

Heavenly Father,
Pour forth your Holy Spirit to inspire me with these words
from Holy Scripture.
Stir in my soul the desire to renew my faith
and deepen my relationship with your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ
so that | might truly believe in and live the Good News.
Open my heart to hear the Gospel
and grant me the confidence
to proclaim the Good News to others.
Pour out your Spirit, so that | might be
strengthened to go forth
and witness to the Gospel in my everyday life t
hrough my words and actions.
In moments of hesitation, remind me:
If not me, then who will proclaim the Gospel?

If not now, then when will the Gospel be proclaimed?
If not the truth of the Gospel, then what shall | proclaim?
God, our Father, | pray that through the Holy Spirit
I might hear the call of the New Evangelization
to deepen my faith,
grow in confidence to proclaim the Gospel
and boldly witness to the saving grace
of your Son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Invitacion a Orar

Se esta formando un Grupo de Oracién
para la Evangelizacion y la Renovacion.
Para ayudarnos a enfocarnos en la
Evangelizacion y la Renovacion, todos
estan invitados a rezar esta oracion diariamente.

“Pues todo el que invoque al Sefior como a su Dios, sera
salvado por él. Ahora bien, ;cémo van a invocar al Sefior,
si no creen en él? ;Y como van a creer en él, si no han
oido hablar de éI? ;Y cémo van a oir hablar de él, si no
hay nadie que se lo anuncie? ;Y como va a haber
quienes lo anuncien, si no son enviados? Por eso dice la
Escritura: jQué hermoso es ver correr sobre los montes al
mensajero que trae buenas noticias!" (Rom 10:13-15)

Padre Celestial,
Derrama Tu Espiritu Santo para que me inspiren estas
palabras de las Sagradas Escrituras.
Mueve en mi alma el deseo a renovar mi fe y profundizar
en mi relacién con tu Hijo, nuestro Sefor Jesucristo, para
que pueda verdaderamente creer y vivir la Buena Nueva.
Abre mi corazén para que pueda oir el Evangelio y dame
conanza para proclamar la Buena Nueva a los demas.
Derrama Tu Espiritu para que me fortalezca y asi pueda
ser testigo del Evangelio en mi vida diaria por medio de
mis palabras y acciones.
Que en los momentos de dudas recuerde:

Si no yo, entonces ¢;quién proclamara el Evangelio?
Si no es ahora, entonces- ;cuando se proclamara el
Evangelio?

Si no proclamo la verdad del Evangelio, entonces,
2qué proclamaré?

Dios, nuestro Padre, te ruego que por medio del Espiritu
Santo, pueda oir el lamado a la Nueva Evangelizacion
para profundizar en mi fe, crecer en la con anza para
poder proclamar el Evangelio,- y ser testigo valiente de la
gracia salvadora de tu Hijo, Jesucristo, quien vive y reina
contigo, en la unidad del Espiritu Santo, un solo Dios, por
los siglos de los siglos.

Ameén

The Mass in honor of Our Lady of Czestochowa was held on August
26. Thank you to Fr. Sam who presided. Additional thanks to Susan
Gonerka for planning the Mass, as well as to the altar servers, volun-
teers, donors, and all who attended the Mass.

Our Lady of
Czestochowa,
pray for us!

65 inch TCE QB-MINT €een TV
Tickelsd- $10 each
Tuckets anvailable aften weekend
Masses
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SEPTEMBER 8/8 OE AEPTYEMBRE - AEPTEMBER 14/14 DE SEPTIEMBRE

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Lunes Martes Miercoles Jueves Viernes Sabado Domingo
September September September September September September September
8 9 10 1 12 13 14
6:30 pm 9 am 7 pm 10 am
c Litur%y Parish Cng/Q,TB;ad HHorla |S_Ianta 4:30 pm Religious i
ommittee i H : (o} our Youth i
Meeting %T)ZZ(;S Reunéofrjgs De La Templ)tl)/Church Group Eéf;’;’:é';n [} ‘
Icina
Church Pastoral WE
Ia ofici H LA 5:15 pm Center %'ﬂ[{lﬁ
a oficina o r Clases de
parroquial ﬁos! 0 Iﬁg;?: de educacion TOGETHER
esta Sal6n De religiosa,
cerrada 7 pm Reuniones Centro
Lectio Divina De La Pastora
(SSplelznith) Oficina
6|'330 pm Reun?o?vre’s Dee La . 1 pm
rayer Oficina e 5--30 pm Memonal
Group Children’s Service for
For Evange- Spanish Aborted
lization Choir Babies
Mee_ting Church Hall St Mary’s
Office
Meeting Cemetery
Room
3:45 pm
Confessions
Confesiones
PARISH BOOK CLUB Mexican Fiesta Donations Needed
Our parish book club will resume on Monday, Cans of Pop (Regular & Diet) (Pepsi/Coke,
Sept. 15th in the church basement, St. Maurice 7 Up, Sprite)
Room, at 6:30pm. The book club meets every first Water Bottles
and third Monday of the month. At our first meeting Beer (Modelo/Miller Lite)
we will begin reading "The Barn” by Wright Thomp- | | pjeage bring all donations to the Parish Of-
son. The book is a shocking and revelatory ac- fice b
count of the murder of Emmett Till and the forgot- y '
ten landmark that signifies silence and complicity in Monday, September 15. Thank You!
the sprawling history of his murder. This book can . L .
be ordered through the Chicago Public Library. For | | Donaciones que solicitamos para las Fiesta
additional information, please call Alicia Krok (773) Mexicana:
847-5341. All new members are warmly wel- Latas de soda (Regular & Diet) (Pepsi/
comed. Coke, 7 Up, Sprite)
— Botellas de agua
FORGET! September 20 Cerveza (Modelo/Miller Lite)
A 4 pm and 6 pm Por favor traiga todas las donaciones a la
e Masses are canceled Oficina Parroquial ant,es del lunas 15 de
., — | due to the Mexican Fiesta. septiembre. IGracias!
' Sunday Masses remain the
same. L4
Debido a la Fiesta Mexicana el sabado 20
de septiembre, no habra misaalas4 pmy a
las 6 pm. Las misas del domingo permane-
cen igual.
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CHURCH NEws

Greetings from Religious Education

Welcome back to Religious Education classes,
students and parents! Our first class is Saturday,
September 13, at 10 am in the Pastoral Cen-
ter. Parents, thank you for entrusting us with the
faith formation classes of your child. We look for-
ward to serving you and your children this year.
Thank you,
Lucrecia Garcia
Religious Education Coordinator

Saludos de Educacién Religiosa

Bienvenidos de nuevo a las clases de Educacion
Religiosa, estudiantes y padres Nuestra primera
clase es el sabado, 13 de septiembre, a las 10
a.m. en el Centro Pastoral. Padres, gracias por
confiar en nosotros la formacion de la fe de su hi-
jo.

Gracias,

Lucrecia Garcia

Coordinadora de Educacion Religiosa

Sunday Collection
AUGUST 30 & 31, 2025

2,334 Sobres
1,000 Suelto

Envelopes $
Loose $

Children Collec. $ 14 Colecta de Nifios

Total $ 3,348

Food Pantry $
Building Fund $

7 Despensa de alimentos
127 Fundo de Edifico

Memorial Service for Aborted Children at
St. Mary Cemetery in Evergreen Park on
Saturday, September 13"

On Saturday, September 13th, pro-life Americans through-
out the country will gather at the gravesites of aborted ba-
bies and other memorial sites dedicated in their honor for
the 13" annual National Day of Remembrance for Aborted
Children. Solemn vigils will be held at these sites to com-
memorate the more than 65 million children who have lost
their lives to legal abortion since 1973, and to remind our
society of the humanity of the unborn child. The memorial
service at St. Mary Cemetery takes place at the gravesite
of 500 babies who were discovered and retrieved from the
garbage dumpsters of several downtown Chicago abortion
facilities in early 1987. Itis one of the earliest of the
gravesites across the United States. Please join us for the
memorial service in our community:
Event: National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Chil-
dren
When: Saturday, September 13th, 1:00 p.m.
Where: St. Mary Cemetery, 87th Street at Hamlin Avenue
in Evergreen Park
More Info: Contact John Ryan at (708) 945-8247
or domer_10305@yahoo.com

Please bring your rosary and your lawn chair!
Together let us remember the victims of abortion and pray
for a final end to this injustice in our land during the Na-
tional Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children.

Monday, August 18

Penny Pappas, Ticket 5028, $25.
Tuesday, August 19

Susan Gonerka, Ticket 3719, $25.
Wednesday, August 20

Nancy Frederick, Ticket 4389, $25.
Thursday, August 21

Laurie Hellmer, Ticket 0922, $25.
Friday, August 22

Joanne Amedeo, Ticket 3423, $25.
Saturday, August 23

Sylvia Flores, Ticket 0151, $50.
Sunday, August 24

Candelaria Recendiz, Ticket 2680, $100.

Thanks for your support! Be sure to watch Facebook Live each
Wednesday at 11:00 am for the Winner-A-Day 2025 Drawing!

iGracias por su apoyo! Asegurate de ver Facebook Live
los miércoles a las 11:00 am para el sorteo de Ganador Al Dia!

September 7 — 13 2025
St. John Paul Il

Birthday Prayers for

Susan and Bill Gonerka

St. John XXIII
or the Repose of the Soul of
George F Stafford, Jr.
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, September 6, 2025
8 am Pro-life Mass
ViGIL MAss: TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
4 pm tJose Escamilla
TElida Botello
tFernando Rabiela
6 pm tJose Ruiz
Cumplearios: Janette Alvarez
Sunday, September 7, 2025
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
9 am fFrancis Pletsch
TChristine Pudlo
11am tArnfulo Munoz Padilla
tPedro Padilla
TAngelina Fernandez
TMaria Natividad Barvoza
TMaria Barrera
tFernando Rabiela
Cumpleanos: Rosie De La Torre
1pm tAnali Leyva Calderon
tJose Ruiz
Cumpleanos: Philip Torres

Monday, September 8, 2025
NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
8:30 am tJose Ruiz

Tuesday, September 9, 2025
ST. PETER CLAVER
8:30 am tJesus Castro
tFernando Rabiela
tJose Ruiz

Wednesday, September 10, 2025
8:30 am tBeneditas Almas Del Purgatorio

Thursday, September 11, 2025
8:30 am Vocaciones Sacerdotales
Vocations to the Priesthood

Friday, September 12, 2025
THE MosT HoLYy NAME oF MARY
8:30 am tFiliberto De La Torre
tTFrederick J. Johnson
tDavid Borgens

Saturday, September 13, 2025
ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
ViGIL MASS: THE EXALTATION OF THE HoLYy CROSS
4 pm {Christine Pudlo
Birthday: Susan Gonerka
Birthday: Bill Gonerka
6 pm tDolores Guzman

Sunday, September 14, 2025
THE EXALTATION OF THE HoLy CROSS

9 am TWilma McKinney

tRenee Pletsch

tBernardino & tLinda Alonzo

TRose & tStanley Kisielowski

tTheresa Cinkay

Birthday: Mary Anne Csuk
11am tFiliberto De La Torre

tFernando Rabiela
1pm tfTeresa Larios

tJesus Monte De Oca

FFiesta
Mexicana
Reserva la fecha

Sawve the date
20 de Septiembre

4 —-10 P.1IVIL.
Terrenos de 1la
Parroqguia
Parish Grounds
Venta de comida
Pozole, Tacos,

Pambazos
y mucho mas

Entretenimiento:
Baile Folclorio, Loteria, Rifa, Musica
y mucho mas

OCIA Classes to Start in the

Fall
Are you interested in be-
coming a member of the

Order of Christian Iniciation for Adults CathOIiC Church? Are yOU
seeking the Sacrament of Baptism? Are you bap-
tized but seeking to receive the Sacrament of Holy
Communion or the Sacrament of Confirmation? Are
you 18 years of age or older? Then you should find
out more about the OCIA Program. Classes to
bring you into the Catholic Church or receive a
Sacrament are what the OCIA Program is all about.
OCIA stands for the Order of Christian Initiation for
Adults. These classes will start in the fall. If you
have any questions, contact Lucrecia Garcia at
(773) 345-9551 or via email at
rep@bspchicago.org.

Blessed Sacrament Parish
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3604 S. Hoyne, Chicago

WOLLSCHLAGER FUNERAL HOME

Serving the community and the surrounding areas since 1923
4th Generation Parishioner

~ Other Facilities Available, Chicago & Suburbs ~

773-523-0196

Cynthia Wollschlager, Director/Owner

¢QUIERES PROTECCION,
PERMISO Y PAPELES®?

iYo quiero que el préoximo
MILAGRO SEA EL TUYO!™

ESCANEA y AGENDA

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter

773.471.1444
Best Work - Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

tu consulta.

LLAMA AHORAAL *

Abogada Alexandra
Abogada de Inmigracion

. POMIERSKI
FUNERAL HOME

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

%
PZZA
BURGERS
PASTA

FREDDIESON31ST
-

CATERING ITALIAN ICE

PRIVATE EVENT SPACE AVAILABLE

312.808.0147 £=
FREDDIESONSIST.COM

FELICE ALLEN-THADDEUS
1059 W. 32ND ST., CHICAGO, IL 60608
PHONE 773.927.6424 | FAX
773.927.1013

SHOP SMALL x SUPPORT LOCAL

DOLCE ARTE THE ART OF FOOD

3622 S MORGAN

located inside the Morgan Arts Complex

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

AD CREATOR STUDIO )

CELEBRATE ALL YOUR SPECIAL OCCASIONS
CELEBRA TODA TU OCASION ESPECIAL
AT DOLCE ARTE

DOLCE ARTE THE ART OF FOOD

A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

SUPPORT

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION NEED

OUR COM
' _ NEWSLET

0

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Scan to g
contact us! "

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Got 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

e S

VELA WINDOWS

R Experts
(708) 833-1085

FREE ESTIMATES

Serving the Community for 100 years!

Daily Deliveries to
Chicago & 140 Suburbs
35th & Ashland 773-523-8564

www.fasanflorist.com

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads sponsor
the printing of our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Alicia White

awhite@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x9783

MDMedAlert!™ ¢xge

v Ambulance ¢ Police/Fire $1 9"“°-
v Fam|IyIFr|ends v GPS & Fall Alert q (

¢
CALL 8008093570 , yoiorc | 2

1 md-medalert.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Blessed Sacrament Parish, Chicago, IL

A 4C 01-2182



